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Two Architecture Lectures May 2 To Examine Challenges
Of Designing Secure Buildings, Affordable Housing
SAN LUIS OBISPO -- The challenges of how to design safe buildings and
affordable housing will be addressed in consecutive talks May 2 at Cal
Poly.
At 1 p.m. the head of a law firm known nationally as a leading adviser
on construction issues will speak on the challenges architects face in
designing to meet post-9/11 concerns about security.
Barry B. LePatner of Barry B. LePatner & Associates LLP of New York
City will give a talk titled "Reality and Professional Relevance -- The
Public Mandate for Safe Environments."
At 3 p.m. Michael Pyatok, one of the country's leading designers of
affordable housing, will speak on his specialty. Now a professor at
the University of Washington, Pyatok established his Oakland-based
firm, Pyatok Associates, in 1985.
The public is invited to the free lectures, both of which will be held
in the Rotunda (Room 213) of the university's Business Building.
"A new reality has emerged," LePatner said, "calling for the
establishment of new standards for developing structures that combine
the highest levels of security with the ability to provide 'whole
building functionality and serviceability.' This new paradigm mandates
that we, as a society, can no longer look upon traditional ways in
which to develop, design and construct today's new hospitals, schools,
office towers, hotels or governmental facilities.
"Architects, engineers and other design professionals," he said, "can
play a significant role in the re-casting of our society to ensure its
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safety, its functionality, while creating a quality of life that is
consistent with the freedom-consciousness of the American citizen."
LePatner, recognized nationally as a speaker and writer on construction
law as well as an attorney, has been a prominent figure in the business
and legal issues affecting the real estate, design and construction
industries for more than two decades. He spoke in April 2002 in New
York at the "Secure Space" conference on increased security in
commercial buildings.
In May 2002, LePatner was given honorary membership in the American
Institute of Architects, the highest honor that organization bestows on
non-architects, for service to the architectural profession.
LePatner's lecture is sponsored by the international architecture,
design, planning and consulting firm Wimberly Allison Tong & Goo.
Pyatok specializes in the design of community facilities and
multi-family housing, including low-density suburban and high-density,
inner-city, mixed-use developments. His firm has won 10 of 11 design
competitions it has entered since 1977, for such projects as West
Hollywood's new Civic Center and high-density housing in New York City,
Seattle and San Diego.
The Atlantic Monthly, in describing Pyatok as "perhaps the best-known
architect specializing in low-income housing," said, "despite small
budgets (he) manages to create comfortable living spaces, safe and
inviting interior courts, and attractive exteriors composed of bays and
trellises. His work ranges from James Lee Court, an apartment block...
which houses 26 formerly homeless families in Oakland, to... (a)
suburban development for mixed incomes in Bellevue, Wash., which looks
for all the world like an exclusive subdivision."
The New York Times Magazine called the James Lee Court development
"both socially innovative and architecturally delightful."
He is known also for his efforts to assist in the creation of community
groups that design and build low-income housing projects.
The American Institute of Architects recognized his achievements by
selecting him to serve on its National Affordable Housing Task Group,
and the National Endowment for the Arts asked him to serve as a
consultant to its Design for Housing Program.
Pyatok's lecture, part of the College of Architecture and Environmental
Design's Hearst Lecture Series, is jointly sponsored by the
university's Orfalea College of Business.
The Hearst Lecture Series brings internationally respected design
professionals to Cal Poly to speak, visit classrooms and critique
student design projects. The theme for the spring series is "Thin Ice,"
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with talks that examine some of the creative edges of the design
professions.
The series is supported by a grant from the Hearst Foundation.
For more information on both May 2 talks, call the College of
Architecture and Environmental Design at (805) 756-1311.
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